Why | Love Wilmington Parks
Christa Scalies
The parks hold such special meaning for so many: fond memories as well as places of solace. In this new feature of

our newsletter, members will share their favorite place in the parks. Our first contributor is Board Member and
Membership Chair Christa Scalies:

I walk the downtown Brandywine Park loop every morning with my dog, Rosie, and my best friend, Chris.
There is one part of the park that touches my heart like no other and sometimes when | walk past it, | cry.

At the end of the Swinging Bridge sits a memorial bench dedicated to a very dear friend of mine, James Karl
Thompson. The plaque reads “With Love, We Remember.” Jim passed away in 2005 and is sorely missed.
Jim loved Wilmington, his home in Trinity Vicinity, Brandywine Park, his friends and all things made of iron.
My buddy Jim was an iron worker here in town and the location of the bench was chosen for its proximity to
the iron Swinging Bridge. This bench is a spot where his friends come to cherish the memories of his life and
enjoy the natural and man-made beauty the park offers its visitors.

| am very grateful to Ron Crouch and Andy Roy of Wilmington State Parks and the WSP staff for helping
transform my dream of having a memorial bench for Jim into a reality. Thank you.

For more information, go to Christa’s web site,
http://www.giggleon.com/.
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